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Glossary of Terms for use with the NYS
Content Specialty Test for Students With Disabilities

absences seizures or petit mal seizures – Seizures characterized by a short lapse in consciousness; petit mal seizures.

academic enablers – Skills and behaviors (interpersonal skills, motivation, study skills, engagement) that influence successful academic performance.

accommodation – The focusing process of the lens of the eye.

accommodations – Supports to compensate for disabilities, adjustments to assignments or tests. 
adaptive behavior – Performance of everyday life skills expected of adults.

advance organizers – A tactic that previews lectures and provides organizing 
structures to acquaint students with the content, its organization, and its 
importance before the lesson.
advanced placement (AP) courses – High school courses that carry college credit.
adventitious blindness – Blindness occurring after the age of two.

aggression – Hostile and attacking behavior, which can include verbal communication, directed toward self, others, or the physical environment.

AIDS (Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) – A usually fatal medical syndrome caused by infection from the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

air conduction audiometry method – A method to test hearing that uses pure-tone sounds generated by an audiometer.
alerting devices – Assistive devices for people who are deaf to make them aware of events in their environment through a loud sound or other means (Ex: flashing lights; vibrators)
 

alternate assessments – Individualized means of measuring the progress of students who do not participate in the general education curriculum.

alternative achievement standards – Content standards applied to students with low incidence disabilities participating in the general education curriculum, but with fewer objectives or somewhat different expectations.

alternative and augmentative communication devices (AAC) – Such methods for communicating as communication boards, communication books, sign language, and computerized voices; assistive technology that helps individuals communicate, including devices that actually produce speech.

alternative assessments – Individualized means of measuring the progress of students who do not participate in the general education curriculum.

American Sign Language (ASL) – The language of Deaf Americans that uses manual communication; a signal of Deaf culture.  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) – Antidiscrimination legislation guaranteeing basic civil rights to people with disabilities.

anorexia – Intense fear of gaining weight, disturbed body image, chronic absence or refusal of appetite for food, causing severe weight loss (25% of body weight).

anxiety disorders – Conditions causing painful uneasiness, emotional tension, or emotional confusion.

array of services – A constellation of special education services, personnel, and educational placements. 

articulation problems – Abnormal production of speech sounds.

Asperger syndrome – One of the autism spectrum disorders (ASD) where in cognition is usually in the average or above-average range.

assistive listening devices (ALDs) – Equipment (dogs, monkeys, guide dogs) trained to serve the individual needs of people with disabilities; service animals.

assistive technology – Devices that help individuals with disabilities in their daily lives; such devices include hearing aids, speech-to-text translators, wheelchairs, computers that offer augmentative communication, and a wide array of other high tech equipment and low-tech aids that help compensate for an individual’s disabilities.

Assistive Technology Act (ATA) – Law that facilitates increased accessibility through technology.

associating – A thinking skill; the ability to see relationships among different concepts or knowledge bases.

asthma – The most common, chronic health condition resulting in difficulty breathing.

at risk – Condition or situation making it probable that a child will develop disabilities.

ataxia cerebral palsy – Characterized by movement disrupted by impaired balance and depth perception.

athetoid cerebral palsy – Characterized by purposeless and uncontrolled involuntary movements. 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) – A condition characterized by hyperactivity, impulsivity, and inattention; included in the “other health impairments” category.

attributions – Explanations that individuals give themselves for their successes or failures.

audiodescriptions – An assistive audio input technology; presents visual information on screen or stage via oral narrations.

audio input devices – Assistive technology to help people with visual disabilities by changing what would otherwise be seen into information that is heard.

audio loop – A listening device that directs sound from the source directly to the listener’s ear through a specially designed hearing aid.

audiogram – A grid or graph used to display a person’s hearing abilities

audiometer – An instrument that audiologists use to measure hearing.
auditory nerve – The eighth cranial nerve, which carries messages from the hearing mechanisms to the brain. 

authentic assessments – Performance measures that use work generated by the 
student.

autism – One of the autistic spectrum disorders (ASD); ranges from low to high functioning.

autism spectrum disorders (ASD) – A group of disorders with similar characteristics, including difficulties with communication, social interaction, and manneristic behaviors.

autistic savant – An individual who displays many behaviors associated with autism yet also possesses discrete abilities and unusual talents.

automatic speech recognition (ASR) – Technology that converts speech into text almost instantaneously.

behavior analysis – Research methodology using single-case designs; derived from the work of B. F. Skinner; paradigms events that simulate or cause a behavior, and increase its likelihood.

behavioral intervention plan – It is like the IEP but addresses the behavioral infraction. Students with disabilities can be expelled for breaking certain school rules.  But students can be removed from their current placements and receive their education away from their assigned classrooms.

Best Buddies – A program that pairs college students with people with mental retardation to build relationships, friendships, and opportunities for supports.

blindness – Degree of visual loss wherein the individual uses touch and hearing to learn and does not have functional use of sight.

bone conduction audiometry method – A method to test for conductive hearing loss; uses a vibrator placed on a person’s forehead so that sound bypasses the outer and middle ear and goes directly to the inner ear.

Braille – A system of reading and writing that uses dot codes embossed on paper; tactile reading; in 1824, Louis Braille created a precursor to the method used today.

bulimia – Chronically causing oneself to vomit or otherwise remove food to limit weight gain.

captions – Subtitles that print words spoken in film or video.

cerebral palsy (CP) – A neuromotor impairment; a nonaggressive disease resulting in motor difficulties associated with communication problems and mobility problems. 
child find – A requirement of IDEA ’04 to help refer and identify children and youth with disabilities.

childhood disintegrative disorder (CDD) – One of the autistic spectrum disorders (ASD); the individual has typical development until about the age of five or six.

chunking – A thinking skill; aids memory by organizing information by groups or topics.

civil rights – Rights that all citizens of a society are supposed to have.
classifying – A thinking skill; the ability to categorize items or concepts by their common characteristics.

classroom English – Level of English mastery required to access the general education curriculum and profit from instruction.

cleft lip – A congenital condition where the upper lip is not formed or connected properly to allow for correct articulation of sounds, resulting in a speech impairment.

cleft palate – An opening in the roof of the mouth causing to much air to pass through the nasal cavity, resulting in a speech impairment.

 
closed captions – Subtitles to a film or video that are available only to those who select the option.

closed-circuit television (CCTV) – An assistive visual input technology; uses a television to increase the size of objects or print.

cochlea – Structure that contains the organs of hearing.

cochlear implant – A microprocessor, surgically placed in the hearing mechanism, that replaces the cochlea so that people with sensorineural hearing loss can perceive sounds.

CODA – A child of a Deaf adult who may or may not have a hearing loss.

code switching – Using two languages in the same conversation; a sign of developing dual language proficiency.

collaboration – Professionals working in partnerships to provide educational services.

communication – Transfer of knowledge, ideas, opinions, or feelings.

communication boards – Low-assistive technology devices that display pictures or words that the individual can point to in order to communicate.
communication competence – Proficiency in all aspects of communication in social and learning situations.

communication disorders – Disorders in speech, language, or hearing that impair communication.
communication signals – A variety of nonverbal cues that announce some immediate events, person, action, or emotion.

communication symbols – Voice, letters of the alphabet, or gestures used to send communication messages.

community based instruction (CBI) – Teaching functional skills in real life situations or in environments in which they occur. 
comorbidity – Coexisting disabilities.

complex partial seizures – A type of epilepsy causing a lapse in consciousness.

computerized language translators– Computers that provide translations of written text from one language to another.

conduct disorders – A psychiatric term describing externalizing, “acting out” behaviors.

conductive hearing loss – Hearing impairment that is due to damage or obstruction to the outer or middle ear and that interferes with transfer of sounds in the inner ear. 

congenital blindness – Blindness present  at birth or occurring during early infancy.

consulting teaching – Special education teacher serving as a resource to general education teachers.

content – An aspect of language that governs the intent and meaning of the message delivered in a communication.
content enhancement strategies – Methods to help students organize and remember important concepts.
contextualized instruction – Instruction that incorporates students’ cultures, interests, and backgrounds into course content.
continuum of services – A progressive system of special education services, each level of service leading directly to the next, which is more restrictive than the one before.

conversational English – Level of English mastery adequate for general communications but not necessarily for academic learning.
cooperative learning – Students working in small groups on the same material; mixed-ability grouping.

cornea – Transparent, curved part of the front of the eye.

co-teaching – General education and special education teachers working together, sharing the same classroom and students for the entire school day.

cross-cultural dissonance – Mismatch that occurs when the home and school curriculum are in conflict.
culturally competent – Knowing and understanding the cultural standards from diverse communities.
culturally diverse – (pg. 80-81) Students who hail from different backgrounds of any kind who form American mainstream society, which predominantly adheres to Western European cultural traditions.

culturally responsive – A curriculum that includes multiple perspectives.
curriculum based measurement (CBM) – A system of progress monitoring; evaluates performance frequency (daily or weekly) by collecting data directly on mastery of academic subjects being taught. 

deaf – Having profound hearing loss.

deaf-blindness – A dual disability involving both vision and hearing problems.

Deaf culture – Structures of social relationships, language (ASL), dance, theater, literature, and other cultural activities that bind the Deaf community.

Deaf of Deaf – Members of the Deaf community who are prelingually deaf and have at least one parent who is Deaf.

decibel (dB) – Unit of measure for intensity of sound. 

demographics – (87-89) are characteristics of a human population.  Common assumptions about the backgrounds of diverse individuals and where they live may be wrongly implicit. 

depression – A state of despair and dejected mood.

developmental disabilities – Severe disabilities that often combine intellectual and physical problems; often used interchangeably with term multiple-severe disabilities.

dialects – Words and pronunciation characteristic of a geographic region or ethnic group and different from those of standard language.

differentiated instruction – (pg. 45) is designed to improve access to the general education curriculum by adapting instruction to each student’s diverse learning needs.  The individual’s instructions are adjusted in response to whether the student is struggling or accelerating various areas. 

digital divide – Unequal availability of technology (such as computer) as a consequence of differences in socio-economic status.

digital hearing aids – Assistive listening devices that amplify sounds according to individuals’ hearing profiles.

dignity of risk – The principle that taking ordinary risks is part of the human experience.

disability - A physical or mental impairment that prevents or restricts normal achievement. The result of conditions or impairments.

discrepancy formulas – Calculations used to determine the gap between a student's achievement and her or his potential; used to identify students with learning disabilities.

disproportionate representation – Unequal proportion of group membership; either over or under-represented.
distance education technology – the technical support and methods necessary to teach students who physically may not be in the same location as the teacher. These technologies encompass a variety of content-delivery methods, including audio conference by telephone, audiocassette tape, videotaped instruction, courier service, electronic mail (e-mail), faxing, fixed computer media (CD-ROM and floppy disk), Internet list-serves, room-based video conference (interactive television), desktop video conference, and World Wide Web (Internet-based programming) (Baldwin, Bingham, & Connors, 1996). 

distance senses – Senses – both hearing and vision – used to gain information; developed to guard against danger.

Down syndrome – Chromosomal disorder with identifiable physical characteristics, resulting in delay in physical and intellectual development.

dropout - To leave school before completion.

due process hearing – Non-court proceeding before an impartial hearing officer, used when parents and school personnel disagree on a special education issue.

dynamic assessment – Assessment process used by SLP’s to determine the potential effectiveness of different language interventions.
dysfluencies – Aspects of speech that interrupt the pattern of speech; also known as fluency problems.

early intervening – Providing explicit and intensive instruction to all struggling students to prevent the compounding of learning problems.

Ebonics – A learned and rule-governed dialect of nonstandard English, spoken by some African Americans.

e-books – (pgs. 42-43) Electronic or digital versions of traditionally printed books (textbooks) easily and inexpensively.  These e-books can assist children by modifying the standard-size print, making capable the audio (heard instead of read) and it also gives translating language options. 

e-buddies – A program that creates e-mail friendships between people with and without mental retardation.

Education for All Handicapped Children Act (EHA); Public law, PL94-142 – A  universal, national special education law originally passed in 1975 to guarantee a free appropriate public education to all students with disabilities; Public Law (PL) 94-142.
emotional disturbance – The term used in IDEA ’04 for emotional or behavioral disorders.

emotional or behavior disorders – A disability characterized by behavioral or emotional responses that are very different form all norms and referent groups and have adverse effects on educational performance.

English language learners (ELLs) / limited English proficient (LEP) –  (pg. 80-81) are students from different cultures that speak a different language learning to speak English as a second language.

enlarged print – Adjusted size of print so individuals with low vision can read.

epilepsy or seizure disorders – A tendency to experience recurrent seizures resulting in convulsions; caused by abnormal discharges of neurons in the brain.

Eustachian tube – Equalizes pressure on both sides of the eardrum.

executive functions – Higher-order cognitive functions that influence the ability to plan, self-regulate, and engage in goal-directed behavior.

explicit instruction – Direct teaching of the specific skills that make up the instructional target.

externalizing behaviors – Behaviors directed toward others (e.g., aggressive).

fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) – Congenital conditions caused by mother’s drinking alcohol during pregnancy and resulting in reduced intellectual functioning, behavior problems, and sometimes physical differences. fetal alcohol effects (FAE) – not as severe as FAS.

field of vision – The width of the area a person can see, measured in degrees.

fluency problems – Hesitations or repetitions of sounds or words that interrupt a person's flow of speech; ie: stuttering.   It is classified as a speech impairment.

FM (frequency-modulated) transmission devices – Assistive listening devices that provide oral transmissions directly from the teacher to students with hearing loss.

form – The rule system of languages includes phonology, morphology and syntax.

Fragile X syndrome – The most common inherited reason for mental retardation.

free appropriate public education (FAPE) – Ensures that students with disabilities receive necessary education and services without cost to the family.

frequency of sound – The number of vibrations per second of molecules through some medium such as air, water, or wires causing sound. 

functional behavior assessment (FBA) – Behavioral evaluations, interviews, observations, and environmental manipulations are conducted to determine the exact nature of problem behaviors and when they are likely to occur.

functional curriculum – A curriculum made up of skills needed for daily living.

functional or life skills – Skills used to manage a home, cook, shop, commute, and organize personal living environment with the goal of independent  living; life skills. 
generalized seizures – Seizures involving the entire brain.

generalized tonic-clonic seizures – Grand mal seizures; the most serious type of epilepsy, resulting in convulsions and loss of consciousness.

generalizing – Transferring learning from particular instances to other environments, people, times, or events.

generic supports – Public benefits to which everyone has access.

goal setting – Determining desired behavior and the criteria that will mark its attainment.

graphic organizers – Visual aids used to help students organize , understand, and remember academic content.
hair cells – The part of cochlea that responds to different frequency of sound and produces electrochemical signals sent on to the brain.

handicaps – Challenges and barriers imposed by others.

hand over hand – Sign language for individuals with deaf-blindness wherein signs are conveyed through touch.

hard of hearing – Having hearing losses that impair understanding of sound and communication.

health disabilities or special health care needs – Chronic or acute health problems resulting in limited strength, vitality, or alertness; special health care needs; other health impairments.

hearing aids – Assistive listening devices that intensifies sound.

hertz (Hz) – Unit of measure for sound frequency.

heterogeneous – Exhibiting great variety; such as a wide range of strengths and abilities in a group.

high incidence disabilities – Special education categories with the most students.

high stakes testing – Yearly state- and district-wide assessments to ensure all students' progress in the curriculum.
high-tech devices – Complex assistive technology devices that use computers or computer chips.
HIV infection (human immunodeficiency virus) – A microorganism that infects the immune system, impairing the body's ability to fight infections.

homeless – Not having a permanent home.
hyperactivity – Impaired ability to sit or concentrate for long periods of time.

impulsivity – Impaired ability to control one’s own behavior.

inattention – Inability to pay attention or focus.

individualized education program (IEP) – The document designed to ensure that students with disabilities who are age 3 to 21 receive special education and related services appropriate to their needs.  They are management tools to identify and organize needed services.

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) – Identifies and organizes services and resources for infants and toddlers (birth – age three) and their families.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA): The 1990 reauthorization of PL 94-142 in which Congress called out two conditions (autism and traumatic brain injury) as special education disability categories and strengthened services to help students' transition from high school to postsecondary experiences.

intellectual disabilities – A disability characterized by impaired intellectual functioning, limited adaptive behavior, need for supports, and internal occurrence before age 18; cognitive disabilities; metal retardation.

interim alternative educational setting (IAES) – A special education placement to ensure progress toward IEP goals, assigned when a serious behavioral infraction requires removal from current placement.

internalizing behaviors – Behaviors directed inward (e.g., withdrawn, anxious, depressed).

intervener – Paraprofessional who, under the supervision of a teacher, translates sign language and helps children gain access to information from the environment.

Intervention Ladder – A hierarchy of disciplinary tactics organized from the least intrusive and complex to the most intrusive and complicated.

iris – Colored part of the eye.

itinerant – Working in different locations.

joint attention – Ability to mutually interact or to share interest in events or objects.

juvenile arthritis  – A chronic and painful muscular condition seen in children.

language – Rule-based method used for communication.

language delays – Slowed development of language skills; may or may not result in language impairments.

language differences – Emerging second language acquisition or nonstandard English.
language impairments – Difficulty or inability to master the various systems of rules in language which then interferes with communication.

language-sensitive environment – Classrooms that encourage, foster, and support language development.
learned helplessness – Usually a result of repeated failure or excessive control by others; individuals become less willing to attempt tasks and less able to believe that their actions can result in success.

learning disabilities (LD) – A condition that causes significant learning problems, most often related to reading and writing; a disability of unexpected underachievement that is typically resistant to treatment.

learning strategies curriculum – Instructional methods to help students read, 
comprehend, and study better by helping them organize and collect 
information strategically; a supplemental high school curriculum designed 
for students with learning disabilities; developed at the University of 
Kansas Center for Research on Learning.

least restrictive environment (LRE) – Educational placement with as much inclusion and integration with typical learners as possible and appropriate. 

legally blind – A category of blindness used to qualify for federal and state benefits.

lens – Part of the eye, located behind the iris, and brings objects seen into focus.

letter fluency – Quickly reading and naming letters of the alphabet.

limb deficiencies – Missing or nonfunctioning arms or legs resulting in mobility problems.

linguistically diverse – (pg. 80) Individuals who speak a different home language or native language other than English.

loudness – An aspect of voice, referring to the intensity of the sound produced while speaking.

low achievers – All students who experience school failure and poor academic achievement. 

low incidence disabilities – Special education categories with relatively few students.
low-tech devices – Simple assistive technology devices such as communication boards, homemade cushions, or a classroom railing.
low vision – Degree of visual loss wherein the individual uses sight to learn and to execute tasks, but visual disabilities interfere with daily functions.

manifestation determination – Process which determines whether a student's disciplinary problems are due to his or her disability.
mathematics/learning disabilities – Condition where a student’s learning disability is most significant in areas relating to mathematics.

medically fragile – A term used to describe the status of individuals with health disabilities.

mental retardation – A disability characterized by impaired intellectual functioning, limited adaptive behavior, need for support, and initial occurrence before age 18; cognitive disabilities; intellectual disabilities.

mnemonics - A learning strategy that promotes remembering information by associating the first letters of items in a list with a word, sentence, or picture (e.g. HOMES for the Great Lakes). 

mobility – The ability to travel safely and efficiently from place to another; a topic of instruction for students who are blind.

modifications – (pgs. 44-45) are adjustments to assignments or tests that reduce the requirements.  Students may be required to master fewer objectives, may be allowed to provide only specific parts of answers, or may be given alternative assignments. 

morphology – Rules that govern the parts of words that form the basic elements of their meanings and structures.

multicultural education – Education that incorporates the cultures of all students into instruction.
multidisciplinary teams – Individually determined groups of professionals with different areas of expertise.

multiple intelligences – Multidimensional approach to intelligence inspired by Howard Gardner’s theory; allowing those exceptional in any one of eight areas to be identified as gifted.
multiple-severe disabilities – Exceptionally challenging disabilities where more than one condition influences learning, independence, and the range of intensive and pervasive supports the individual and the family require; developmental disabilities.

muscular/skeletal conditions – Conditions affecting muscles or bones and resulting in limited functioning.

natural supports – Supports that occur as a natural result of family and community living.

neuromotor impairments – Conditions involving the nerves, muscles, and motor functioning.

No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) – The 2001 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act mandating higher standards for both students and teachers, including an accountability system to improve America's students' standings in world achievement rankings.

non-categorical or cross categorical special education – Special education services delivered in terms of students' needs, not their identified disability; cross categorical special education.

nondiscriminatory testing – Assessment that takes into account cultural linguistic diversity.

nonpaid supports – Ordinary assistance given by friends and neighbors. 

normal or bell-shaped curve – Theoretical construct of the typical distribution of human traits such as intelligence, visual acuity, academic achievement or behavior.  The majority of people fall in the middle of the distribution and that is why they are called average.  The scores from most human characteristics create patterns or a form that is called a normal or bell-shaped curve.

normalization – Making available ordinary patterns of life and conditions of everyday living.
obturator – A device that creates a closure between the oral and nasal cavities when the soft palate is missing or damaged; helps compensate for a cleft palate.
occupational therapist (OT) – A professional who directs activities that help improve muscular control and develop self-help skills; provides a special education related service.

open captions – Subtitles or tickers that are part of the screen image of a film or video for everyone to see.

ophthalmologist – Medical doctor who specializes in eye disorders.

optician – A person who fills either the ophthalmologist’s or the optometrist’s prescriptions for glasses or contact lenses.

optometrist – Professional who measures vision and can prescribe corrective lens (eyeglasses or contact lenses).

oral-only approach – A method for instruction for students with hearing loss, using only oral means of communication.

orientation – The mental map people use to move through environments; a topic of instruction for students who are blind. 

orthopedic impairments – The term used in IDEA ’04 for physical disabilities resulting in special health care needs.

ossicles – Three tiny bones(hammer or malleus, anvil or incus, stirrup or stapes) in the middle ear that pass information to the cochlea.

other health impairments – The term used in IDEA ’04 for health disabilities; special health care needs.

otitis media – Middle ear infection that can interrupt normal language development.

otoacoustic emissions (OAEs) – Low level of sound produced when the hair cells in the inner ear vibrate. 

overrepresentation – Too many students from a diverse group assigned to a special education category, relative to the level expected on the basis of the proportion of that diverse group in the population of students.
paraprofessional – An aide who assists and supports the special education program.

partial seizures – Seizures involving only part of the brain.

peer assisted learning strategies (PALS) – A validated method wherein 
students coach each other to improve academic learning; peer tutoring for 
reading and mathematics.

peer supports – Instructional strategy that facilitates social interaction and access to the general education curriculum.

peer tutoring – Pairs of students teaching each other.

perinatal – During birth.

peripheral vision – The outer area of a person’s visual field.

personal data assistants (PDAs) – Devices that allow the user to send text messages, use email, and access the Web via wireless telephone systems.

personal readers – People who read for others.

pervasive developmental disorder-not otherwise specified (PDD-NOS) – One of the autistic spectrum disorders (ASD); either not all three ASD characteristics (problems in the communication, social interaction, and repetitive or manneristic behaviors) are present or they are mild. 

phenylketonuria (PKU) – Inherited condition that results in mental retardation from a build-up of toxins from foods (such as milk) containing amino acids.

phonics – The sounds represented by letters and letter-groups.

phonological awareness – Identifying, separating, or manipulating sound units of spoken language or sound-symbol relationships (letter sounds, rhyming).

phonology – The rules within a language used to govern the combination of speech sounds to form words and sentences.
photoscreening – A system used to test visual acuity for those who cannot participate actively or reliably in visual assessments.

physical disabilities – Conditions related to a physical deformity or disability of the skeletal system and associated motor function; physical impairments; orthopedic impairments.

physical therapist – A professional who treats physical disabilities through many non-medical means; works to improve motor skills; a special education related service provider.

picture exchange communication system (PECS) – A technique wherein pictures are used to make requests; devised for individuals with autism who are nonverbal.

pinna – Outer structure of the ear.

pitch – An aspect of voice; its perceived high or low sound quality.

portfolio assessment – Authentic assessments where students select their work 
for evaluation. 

positive behavior support – A three-tiered model of support offering progressively more intensive levels of intervention.

postlingually deaf – Having lost the ability to hear after developing language; having acquired or adventitious deafness.

postnatal – After birth.

postsecondary education – Educational opportunities beyond high school.

pragmatics – The understanding of an object's purpose or function.

preictal stage or aura – Warning of an imminent seizure in the form of heightened sensory awareness.

prelingually deaf – Having lost the ability to hear before developing language.

prenatal – Before birth.

pre-referral process – Steps taken prior to actual referral to special education.

prevalence – Total number of cases at a given time.

process/product debate – Process/product debate (158) – Argument about whether perceptual training or direct (explicit) instruction is the more effective way of teaching.  One group promoted instruction directed at improving students perceptual ability to improve their academic performance.  The other group argued that directly teaching academic skills is the best approach.

progress monitoring – Systematically and frequently assessing students’ improvement in the skills being taught.
pull-in programming – Rather than having students with disabilities leave general education classes for special education or for related services, delivering those services to them in the general education classroom.

pull-out programs – Part time special services outside the general education classroom; resource room; the most common educational placement for gifted students.

pupil – Hole in the center of the iris that expands and contracts, admitting light in the eye.

pure sounds – Pure-tone sound waves; used across specific frequencies to test an individual's hearing ability.

 

quality of life – A subject and individual-specifications concept reflecting social relationships, personal satisfactions, employment, choice, leisure, independence, and community presence.

reading/learning disabilities – Condition where a student’s learning disability is most significant in reading.

real-time captioning (RTC) – Practically instantaneous translations of speech into print; an accommodation for deaf students attending lectures.

rear window captioning (RWC) – Closed captioned used in movie theaters that projects printed words on to a clear screen on the back of the set in front of the moviegoer.

reciprocal teaching – A tactic wherein teachers and students switch roles reading stories and asking questions, focusing on predicting, summarizing, questioning, and clarifying reading passages. 
related services – Special education services from a wide range of disciplines and professions.

residual hearing – The amount of functional hearing a person has.

residual vision – The amount of degree of vision a person has functional use of despite a visual disability. 

resistant to treatment – A defining characteristic of learning disabilities; validated methods typically applied in general education settings are not adequate to bring about sufficient learning; student requires more intensive and sustained explicit instruction.

resonating system – Oral or nasal cavities where speech sounds are formed.
respiratory system – The system of organs whose primary function is to take in oxygen and expel carbon dioxide. 
response to intervention (RTI) – A multitiered pre-referral method in the IEP process that allows for increasingly intensive interventions; used to identify "non-responders", or students with learning disabilities.

retina – Inside lining of the eye.

retinopathy of prematurity (ROP) – A cause of visual disabilities from prematurity and excess oxygen used to help the infant breath but damaging to the retina.

Rett syndrome – One of the autistic spectrum disorders (ASD); has a known genetic cause; occurs only in girls.

robotics – Use of high-tech devices to perform motor skills.

schizophrenia – A disorder, rare in children, that includes bizarre delusions and dissociation from reality.

school nurse – A professional who assists with medical services at school; delivers health services; designs accommodations for students with special health care needs; provides a special education related service.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 – First law to outline the basic civil rights of people with disabilities. 
self-advocacy - Capacity to understand, ask for, and explain one's need for accommodations.
self-determination – Behaviors needed for independent living, which include making decisions, choosing preferences, and practicing self-advocacy. 

self-injury – Self-inflicted injuries (head banging, eye poking).

self instruction / self talk – Self-induced statements to assist in self-regulation.

self-management strategies – Includes many techniques that the individual uses, individually or in combination, to modify her or his own behavior or academic performance.

self-monitoring – Keeping a record (data) of one’s own performance.

self-regulation strategies - Managing one's own behaviors through goal setting, time management, self-reinforcement, and other self-management techniques.

self–reinforcement – Awarding self-selected reinforcers or rewards to oneself contingent on meeting self-selected criteria. 

semantics – The system within a language that governs the content, intent, and meanings of spoken and written language. 
sensorineural hearing loss – Hearing impairment due to damage in the inner ear or the auditory nerve.

sequencing – A thinking skill; categorizing and putting items, facts, or ideas in order along various dimensions.

service coordinator – Case Manager who oversees the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFPS) which is a written document that ensures that special services are delivered to these young children and their families (from birth to 3 years).

service or assistance animals – Animals (dogs, monkeys, guide dogs) trained to serve the individual needs of people with disabilities; assistance animals.

sheltered instruction – Restating concepts and instructions, explicitly teaching vocabulary, using visuals and concrete examples, and relating new language skills to students’ experiences to provide language support to ELL’s. 
sickle cell anemia – A hereditary blood disorder that inhibits blood flow; African Americans are most at risk for this health impairment.

signed English – Translation of English into a form of manual communication.

simple partial seizures – Seizures that cause people affected to think their environments are distorted or strange.

Snellen chart – A chart used to test visual acuity, developed in 1862.

social competence – Being able to understand social situations and respond appropriately in them.
socially maladjusted – A term applied to students who do not act within society’s norms but are not considered to have emotional or behavioral disorders.

sound intensity – Loudness.

spastic cerebral palsy – Characterized by uncontrolled tightening or pulling of muscles.

special education – Individualized education and services for students with disabilities sometimes including gifted and talented students.

special education categories – System used in IDEA ’04 to classify disabilities among students.

specialized supports – Disabilities-specific benefits to help people with disabilities participate in the community.

speech – Vocal production of language.
speech impairments – Abnormal speech that is unintelligible, is unpleasant, or interferes with communication.

speech / language pathologist (SLP) – A professional who diagnoses and treats speech or language impairments; a related services provider.

speech mechanisms – The various parts of the body (tongue, lips, teeth, mandible, and palate) required for oral speech.
speech synthesizers – Assistive technology devices that create “voice”.
statement of transition services – are part of the IEP.  It focuses on the transition services, which are designed to facilitate the process of going from H.S. to any of the posts-school options: post-secondary education, vocational education, integrated employment, adult services or community participation.
stay-put provision – Prohibits students with disabilities from being expelled because of behavior associated with their disabilities.
stereotypies – Nonproductive behaviors (such as twirling, flapping hands, rocking) that an individual repeats at a high rate; commonly observed in youngsters with autism spectrum disorders; also called stereotypic behaviors.

story maps – Simple diagrams that help students organize and recall important elements and features of stories they have heard or read.

structured teaching – A feature of the instructional program TEACCH, developed for students with autism, wherein visual aids (start to finish boxes) are used to help students comprehend their environments.

stuttering – The lack of fluency in an individual's speech pattern, often characterized by hesitation or repetitions of sounds or words; a speech impairment.

supported employment – Strategy used in job training; student is placed in a paying job, receiving significant assistance and support, and the employer is helped with the comprehension; a government program to help individuals with disabilities be successful in competitive employment situations. 

syntax – Rules that govern word endings and the order of words in phrases and sentences.

systems of supports – Network of supports everyone develops to support optimally in life.

tactile input devices – Assistive technology; allows people to use touch to gain information.

task analysis – Breaking down problems and tasks into smaller, sequenced components.

technology-dependent students – Individuals who probably could not survive without high-tech devices (such as ventilators).

telecommunication devices – Devices that provide oral information in alternative formats (ex: captions for TV or movies).

telecommunications relay service (TRS) – A telephone system, required by federal law to be available in all states, wherein an operator at a relay center converts a print-telephone message into a voice-telephone message.
 

text telephone (TTY) – A device that allows people to make and receive telephone calls by typing information instead of speaking; formally called the telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD).

total communication approach – A method of instruction for students with hearing loss, employing any and all methods of communication (oral speech, manual communication, ASL, gestures).

toxins – Poisonous substances that can cause immediate or long-term harm. 

traumatic brain injury (TBI) – Head injury causing reduced cognitive functioning, limited attention, and impulsivity.
tunnel vision or restricted central vision – Severe limitations in peripheral vision; limitations in the width of the visual field; restricted central vision.

tympanic membrane or ear drum – Vibrates with the presence of sound waves and stimulates the ossicles of the middle ear; eardrum.

typical learners - Average students, students and individuals without disabilities.

unexpected underachievement – A defining characteristic of learning disabilities; poor school performance cannot be explained by other disabilities or limited potential.
universal design – Barrier-free architectural and building designs that meet the needs of everyone, including people with physical challenges.
universal design for learning (UDL) – (pgs. 22, 42-44) The idea that meets the needs of everyone, including people with physical challenges.  It helps all students not just those with disabilities, to access the curriculum in nonstandard ways.  Using technology, accommodations and modifications creates alternative open to all students. 

universal newborn hearing screening – Testing of all newborns for hearing loss.

universal screening – Testing of everyone, particularly newborns, to determine existence or risk of disability.

use – An aspect of language; applying language appropriately.

validated practices – Thoroughly researched or evidence-based practices; scientifically validated teaching.
vibrating system – The larynx and vocal folds, which vibrate and produce the sounds and pitch of speech.
visual acuity – Sharpness of the response to visual stimuli.

visual disabilities – Impairments in vision that, even with correction, affect visual performance, access to the community, and independence.

visual efficiency – How well a person can use sight.

visual input devices – Assistive technology to help people with visual disabilities with their vision.

vocational rehabilitation – A government service that provides training, career counseling, and job placement services.

voice carryover (VCO) – A text telephone allowing both voice and text.
voice problem – An abnormal spoken language production, characterized by unusual pitch, loudness, or quality of sounds.

wraparound services – A service delivery model in which needs are met through collaboration of many agencies and systems (education, mental health, social services, community).
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